BODY MODIFICATION - 
The Cel|vJoio Closet ° What s Happening? ° Community aE 


Ovr vace in the lesbian community May 2000 


We welcome submissions of interest to local lesbians. Letters to the editor, book, 
concert and movie reviews, political and social commentary, short 
fiction, poetry, photographs and artwork are all welcomed. Write to 
womonspace (Box 128, Main RO., Edmonton, AB, T5J 3J4), leave a 
message at (780) 482-1794, fax to (780) 455-9344, or e-mail 
womonspace@hotmail.com 


Upcoming topics: 

June - Sports. Submission deadline: May 15 

July - Pets. Submission deadline: June 15 

August -Pomand Censorship. Submission deadline: July 15 


womonspace is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton. We are a nonprofit organization. The newsletter is 
produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding 
areas. Our purpose is to inform and entertain our members and any 
other interested lesbians. The opinions expressed in any issue of 
womonspace do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or 
the Newsletter Committee. The events, organizations and 
establishments publicized are not necessarily supported by 
Womonspace. womonspace is produced on a volunteer basis by the 
Newsletter Committee. We welcome submissions. Material submitted 
becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and content, and to refuse publication. Articles or letters to the 
editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, Main PO., Edmonton, 
Alberta, T5J 3K4. Submissions will be published in both the newsletter 
and on Womonspace’s web site, unless specifically otherwise agreed. 
Womonspace members may submit classified advertising - up to 3 lines 
free — at any time. womonspace seeks advertising that is lesbian- 
positive to help defer publication costs. Womonspace does not 
necessarily endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right 
to refuse ads. For rate information, and to place an ad, please leave a 
message on the Lesbian Info Line at 482-1794. 


2 womonspace May 2000 


This Month 


19 


womonspace May 2000 


Why | Modify 
By Rae Wills 


Words for a Warrior 
By C. A. McEwen 


First Impression - A Moving Tale 
By Shawna L. Mochnacz 


Politicize This! 
By Kristy Harcourt 


Pain Ill 
By C. Marguerite Milroy 


The Celluloid Closet 
By D. Bear 


A Lesbian in the Sticks 
By L.A.G. 


What's Happening? 
Groups and Weekly Events 


Calendar of Events 
Events for May 2000 


The “Elle” in GLCCE 
By Kristy Harcourt 


Yours, Mine, Ours & Us Parenting Group 
By Christiane Spénard 


Proud in 2000 
By Rhonda Lothammer 


Stockwell Day's Resume as a Redneck 
By Jason Baker 


May Horoscopes 
By Honeypot 


Why | Modify 


by Rae Wills 


“The need for human beings to mark or 
decorate their body constitutes an 
integral part of our evolutionary 
history.” I have no idea where I read 
this, or even the author, but it has stuck 
with me through all my various piercing 
and tattooing experiences. 

Why do modern, ordinary women 
like me participate in practices long 
considered the domain of primitive 
societies? When piercing and tattooing is 
still more or less seen as deviant 
behavior, why do I voluntarily stigmatize 
myself? 

A common theme throughout much 
of the literature I have read on this 
subject, is the impact piercing the body 
has on an individual’s self-identity and 
feelings of group affiliation. I believe 
body modification is a search for 
meaning, and for a feeling of belonging 
to something larger than ourselves. 

Piercing my body is a deliberative 
and reflexive process, bound up with my 
need to separate myself from society. I 
permanently mark myself with a socially 
defined stigma as a basic rejection of 
what society wants me to be. 

People immediately judge me by the 
metal in my face, not the degrees on my 
walls. I thrive on the challenge of having 
to work twice as hard to make a good 
first impression. 

The alteration of my body by my 
own process is what has given me my 
social identity. Modifying my body 
serves as an authentic experience, one 
that cannot be simulated. One that is 
mine alone. One of the few left in this 
microwave popcorn, high-speed access 
world. 

But maybe I’m just looking for a 
community to which I can belong. A 
club I can join voluntarily, not be forced 
into by labels I can’t control. And I carry 
the secret handshake in my tongue. 
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Word's fi Or 
G W4eErrior 


by C. A. McEwen 


My bruises faded long ago, the scars left 
entombed in my skin until recently 
uncovered. They weren’t gaping 
contusions, yet they went deep enough. I 
haven’t forgotten them, especially now 
as I watch the girls around me lose the 
bandages from their wounded women’s 
bodies, beautifully battle scarred. 
Finding their voices; ringing out in a 
rebel yell chorus. They are timeless 
Phoenixes losing the rage that has held 
them captive children. In my own quiet 
way, I too have risen and am ready to 
forge war with my fellow conscripted 
survivors. Now the blood runs through 
me, not as hot and salient as before, but 
wiser. And if it’s to spill and splash, it'll 
be in battle as a ruby red banner to rally 
behind. 


Next Month: 
Sports 


Are you ‘on the team’? Do you belong to a 
gay or lesbian ball, hockey, curling, rugby or 
bowling team? Do you hate sports and feel 
like an outcast lesbian? We are looking for 
submissions of up to 500 words on 
lesbians and sports. Forward your 
submissions by May 15 by e-mail to 
womonspace@hotmail.com, by mail to 
Box 128, Main PO., Edmonton, AB, 


T5J 3K4, fax to (780) 455-9344, or leave 
a message at (780) 482-1794. 
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| Furs: ¢ Impress. Jon: A Moving Tale 


I had visions of signing up for a ‘Carve 
Your Own Gun Rack’ course when I 
thought about moving to Edmonton, 
and, well, I can’t help noticing that 
there are a lot of trucks here. I keep 
having flashbacks to my Dukes of 
Hazard Days (I nearly convinced Dad 
he should weld the doors to the 
Oldsmobile shut. I will, of course, deny 
this in person). It also makes me think 
of a movie idea: The Seventh Sense “I 
see Rednecks...” The move from 
Winnipeg was pretty wacky in itself. It 
was my first time with professional 
movers — they wrap absolutely 
everything, and shove it in a box. 
Unpacking was like Christmas, though 
no one’s ever given me my own 
laundry before. 

On my second day in the self- 
proclaimed rat-free province, I could 
not resist going to Ikea. Now known to 
me as Dikea— you couldn’t swing an 
IVAN bookshelf without hitting a dyke 
the day we went. Fortunately, my 
partner is technically inclined, as Some 
Assembly Required = Shawna The 
Tantrum Girl. So, the phone’s hooked 
up, the cable’s working, the water 
cooler buckaroo brought some water, 
and yes, I’ve been to The Mall That 
Dare Not Speak Its Name, the mother 
of all malls. 

I’m feeling more like an 
Edmontonian by the second. I’m sure 
the traffic report tips I hear on the 
radio will make sense to me someday; 
just way too many numbers for me 
right now. Fortunately, I’ve never had 
much trouble with my orientation. 
Okay, and my address sounds like a 
credit card number. I did manage to 
find Orlando’s, which led me to 
womonspace, which led to My Happy 
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‘by Shawna | Mochnatz) 


Dance. Yay! Edmonton has lesbians! 
This almost makes up for nuclear war 
and people who spit outside on my 
score card of human existence. 
Edmonton is getting cooler by the 
minute. 

I’m actually very thrilled to be 
here, and am here by choice, thanks to 
work. You wouldn’t think a few prairie 
provinces over would take such an 
adjustment, but then I heard lesbians 
from Winnipeg tend to be a bit wussy... 


Seashell Cabins - Nova Scotia 


Housekeeping Units on rural Cape Breton 
Island. Lesbian-owned and managed by 
Marie and Nan. Call (902) 244-1563. 


Aovertise in 
Waomons pace! 


Call 482-1794 


Quarter page: $25 
Half page: $50 | 
Full page: $100 


Classified ads are free 
for members. 


Read back issues of 
womonspace on our 
award-winning website: 


http://www.gaycanada. 
com/womonspace/ 


Politicize This! 


Audre Lorde challenged women to 
make their own health a political 
priority. As a lesbian and feminist, I am 
proud of the strength and pride I see in 
so many strong women, fighting on 
many fronts for justice for other 
people. I wonder what it would be like 
if we fought so hard to defend and 
support ourselves. 

As a fat woman, my breasts are 
perhaps my only uncontested part. In a 
size-obsessed and fat-hating culture, 
my breasts are the only parts of my 
body that are legitimately and 
appropriately fleshy. So, unlike the rest 
of me, my breasts are a non-issue. I’ve 
begun to think that’s not as much of a 
blessing as I had thought. Like many 
women, I am good in a crisis, and I 
tend to ignore things that don’t present 
obvious problems. I need an excuse to 
get involved. 

My fear is that many of the 
women I know are like me — ignoring 
their bodies until presented with real 
problems. Last year, when I found a 
lump, suddenly my breasts became a 
priority. I realized how long I had 
coasted along, unsure I was doing 
proper self-exams and unwilling to go 
to my doctor and ask. The knowledge 
that I had a remote family history of 
breast cancer only heightened my fear, 
not my actions. 

My lump scare turned out to be 
just that, but I made a promise to 
myself to take better care and not wait 
for crisis to motivate me. That idea 
was confirmed in October when I saw 
Azimuth Theatre’s “Breasting The 
Waves,” a play about women’s 
experience with breast cancer. 


by Kristy Harcourt 


Afterwards, the participants talked 
about how, as part of their research, 
several of them had gone for a breast 
exam, something none of the 20- and 
30-something women had done before. 
To their horror, one of the women had 
a lump. She talked candidly with the 
audience about her realization that her 
research may have saved her life. 

During Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month in Halifax, they hold a big 
fund-raiser called “Tits and Glitz.” 
Women are challenged to create and 
wear innovative bra designs; one made 
of fruitloops and licorice whips was 
photographed for the National Post in 
October. 

Recently in San Francisco, a 
controversial breast cancer education 
project has been turning heads. Three 
billboard images have been shocking 
people into awareness of the realities 
of mastectomy. The images look like a 
Cosmopolitan Magazine cover, a 
Victoria’s Secret catalogue and a 
Calvin Klein ad, except that the 
models all display mastectomy scars. 

As socially active and politically 
engaged women, we cannot afford to 
let our health slide. We need to use our 
ideas and energies to look after 
ourselves and each other. Knowing 
about the great ideas and resources of 
the women in this community, I can 
only imagine what great ideas we 
could come up with if we put our, um, 
heads together. If you have any ideas 
for health promotion, especially ones 
that would work on the radio, let me 
know. We’d love to help you produce 
and air it on Gaywire. E-mail 
kittyhardcore@chickmail.com 
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PGIN III 


Around 1997, my artistic 
endeavours drew me 
closer to the figure, 
specifically female 
imagery. Through time, 
the work took on a more 
meaningful role, that of a 
personal and public 
statement, bordering on 
the controversial. The 
series I did during 1998 
exemplifies this as it is an 
ode to breast cancer. It 
was born out of a deeply 
personal experience, soon 
after losing my mother to 
cancer. The work is both 
highly symbolic and 
representative of many 
emotions which surround 
this condition: agony, 
pain, anxiety and fear. 
Women who have seen the 
work are usually moved by the images, 
as it has affected them on various 
levels. Some are disturbed by the body 
modification — the loss of one’s 
breast. However, more seem to be 
touched by the emotions that the 
image conveys. It is clearly the dark 
side of breast cancer representing a 
reality that is so often neglected. This 
work is in memory of those who have 
fought, suffered and ultimately lost the 
battle. 
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Artwork courtesy of C. Marguerite Milroy: Pain Ill #1, charcoal conte, 1998. 


| by C. Marguerite Milroy 


Inquiries or feedback are always 
welcomed. 

C. Marguerite Milroy, B.Ed., B.F.A., 
can be reached at (780) 459-4915 or 
cmilroy@telusplanet.net 


Cover Photo: Agony, acrylic on canvas, 
1998, courtesy of C. Marguerite 
Milroy. 


The Cellujoid Closet 


By a fortuitous chance, I picked up 
Antonia’s Line one day. I loved it and 
felt I had to spread the word! Though 
it is a “gay-friendly” movie, it is not a 
lesbian story. Rather, it is the story of a 
strong, independent, and spirited 
woman — a bit of a rarity. This Dutch 
film with English subtitles garnered 
awards, including best picture and best 
director, at a variety of film festivals 
around the world. It is, by turns, 
wonderful and wise, sorrowful and 
heart-warming. 

The movie 
follows the life of 
Antonia from her 
return to the village of 
her child-hood with 
her daughter just after 
the war. Her strength 
of character shines 
through from the start 
as she marches 
through the village to 
take over her mother’s 
farm and raise Danielle on her own 
terms. She compels a distant 
acceptance by the villagers, taking her 
own place in the community, 
rebuilding old friendships, and 
becoming part of traditional farm life. 
At the same time, she flouts 
convention: she turns down marriage 
in favour of courting and friendship, 
welcomes her daughter’s lesbian lover, 
and has friends aid her in blackmailing 
a priest. 

Through the course of four 
generations, Antonia gathers a loving 
and unorthodox family of daughters, 
friends, and stray rescued waifs around 
her. Every year we see the family 
picnic table grow fuller and more 
boisterous, as Antonia accepts them all 


by 0. Bear 


with love and an earthy sensibility. Her 
independence and zest for life are 
passed along to her children, each 
generation feeling free to go its own 
way and to follow its own path in life. 

On the surface, it is a simple film 
about a woman’s life, with the only 
unusual aspect being the woman herself 
and her wise and accepting approach to 
life. Underlying the story is a theme of 
life cycles, birth and death, growth and 
change. Her passage through time, 
quick or slow, is seen in 
the shifts of the seasons 
and the growth of the 
children. The film is 
narrated like poetry: 
“Time gave birth again 
and again, and with 
complete contentment, 
produced nothing but 
itself.” As it is a story of 
life, not all of it is 
pleasant, and the 
gentler rhythms of life 
are offset by suffering and tragedy, 
revenge and even murder. There are 
also strong currents of the spiritual and 
a little of the supernatural throughout 
the show, with both the daughter and 
great granddaughter seeing things that 
no one else sees. 

Overall, it is a quiet, simple, and 
simply wonderful film. Each character 
is very well portrayed, with an 
excellent main cast, and very fine 
supporting actors. While there is not a 
plot per se, it doesn’t matter, since the 
movie is not about what happens so 
much as about how the people in it 
respond to what happens. Filled with 
humour, wit and wisdom, watching 
Antonia’s life unfold is a terrific way to 
spend an evening. 
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A Lesbian in the Sticks 


What’s with women who think y’all 
should be femme or butch, eh? Also, if 
you are big, it’s a crime. Geesh, eh? 

Me, I’m S'S, on the cuddly teddy 
bear plump side, so most people put 
me in the butch category. But alas, my 
fellow lesbians, I’m not one or the 
other. The reasons are many. I can fix 
things. I do my own canning, cooking 
and baking; nothing fancy, just home 
country like me. I can mow the lawn, 
grease a vehicle, change the oil, run a 
power saw and keep it in shape to get 
wood for my cabin. Then I can wash 
up right proper and bake bread. Now 
what does this make me? Not femme 
or butch, eh? 

Maybe ’cause I lived in a small 
rural area, or maybe ’cause I had to 
help run the farm, or maybe ’cause my 
Pa was a trucker or my Ma was not 
ready to be a mother until my brother 
came along ten years later. But, alas, I 


Bello Goodbye 


Roxane Chicoine has stepped down as 

womonspace's graphic designer after a year of 
| hard work and creativity. We thank her for her 
| dedication and wish her luck in San Francisco. 


Christiane Spenard and Gloria Arndt of 
Gloriane Design are taking over the reigns as 
the womonspace designers. We feel fortunate 
to have their talents and look forward to 
working with them. 


If you have any comments or suggestions for 
Christiane and Gloria about the newsletter 
design or format, you can e-mail 
womonspace@hotmail.com 


A 


knew I was different. But I didn’t know 
I had to be one or the other. I’m so sick 
of it. 

I can put on my dress and fine 
western dress boots and be more 
femme than a cat in heat. But I like my 
joggers and jeans best. My motto is, so 
what if y’all ain’t femme to the core or 
butch to the edges. What goes on 
behind closed doors is up to two 
consenting adults. 

My other problem is I’m dyslexic, 
so a lot of people think I’m half-assed 
retarded or just plain stupid. That ain’t 
so. I taught myself to be book-learned 
smart; I passed with honours from 
Occupational-IIl. Sure, it was for 
slower students, but it taught me 
enough so that I can do camp cooking, 
18-wheel truck driving, nannying and 
many other jobs. Never judge a book 
by its cover, as my Grandma would say. 
And as Grandpa would say, your 
handshake is your honest word. If you 
can’t look a person in the eye and see 
their spirit, then ya ain’t got much. 
Thanks y’all. 


HanGovts 
for Lesbhigns 


The Bagel Tree at 10345 Whyte Ave. 

Buddy's Pub upstairs at 10112 - 124 St. 

Earth's General Store upstairs at 10832 - 82 Ave. 
| Urban Grind at 10124 - 124 St. 

The Roost private club at 10345 - 104 St. 


| Secrets Bar & Grill at 10249 - 107 St. 
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WhEels Happening? 


Badminton League Mondays, 8-10 p.m. at 
Rosslyn School, 13215-113A St. Cost 
$5/drop-in. Call Bruce at 453-1244 after 
1 p.m., smashers99 @hotmail.com 


Bisexual Support Group Second Tuesday of the 
month, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. Call 
913-3076, purplehaze@breifcase.com 


Breakfast Club Second Sunday of the month 
(except May: first Sunday). Call Dianne at 
433-0374 before 9 p.m. the Friday before 
the breakfast to ensure your reservation. 


Classics Social group for lesbians over 40. 
First Sunday of the month, 2 p.m. at 
Secrets, 10249 - 107 St. Call Sharie at 
475-1502. 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Second 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. at 
Orlando Books, 10123 Whyte Ave. Call 
Bill at 422-6207. 


Free-to-be Volleyball Recreation league: 


Wednesdays, 8-10 p.m. at Hillcrest School. 


Call Rick at 474-6785. Skills develop- 
ment: Mondays, 8-10 p.m. at Ross 
Sheppard High School. Call Darcy at 
425-7316, ftb_volleyball@telusplanet.net 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 


on CJSR 88.5 FM 


GLCCE Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
for drop-in, peer counseling and library 
services. Monday to Friday, 7-10 p.m. at 
103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 488-3234, 
glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Liatris Society Gardening club for I/g/b/t and 
straight people. Call William at 474-7328, 
liatrissociety@hotmail.com 


Making Waves For g/l/b/t and friends. 
Thursdays, 8:30-9:30 p.m. and Sundays, 
8-9:30 p.m. at Bonnie Doon Leisure 
Centre, 8205-90 Ave. Call Mike at 432- 
2116, makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 
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Groups and Weekly Events 


Movie Club Fourth Tuesday of the month. 
Call 468-7073 one week before the show. 


National Leather Association Second Friday of 
the month, 9 p.m. at the Roost, 
nlaedmonton@canada.com 


New Attitudes Social group for lesbians and 
gays in their mid 20s to 30s looking for an 
alternative to the bar scene. Third Sunday 
of the month, 7 p.m. at Urban Grind, 
10124 - 124 St. Call 415-5616, 
g_mw_edmonton@yahoo.ca 


Northern Titans Ten-pin bowling league. 
Saturdays, 4:45 p.m. at Reds, West 
Edmonton Mall. Cost $12. Call Garry at 
426-6311, davegarry@v-wave.com 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of I/g/b/t. Third Tuesday of the 
month, 7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. Call Lynne 
at 462-5958, 
pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Sacred Circle Dances Mondays, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
at St. Joseph’s Convent, 10120 - 135 Ave. 
(SW door). Cost $5. Call Mary at 477- 
2808. 


Sonic Sisters Women’s music, hosted by Cori 
Brewster. Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m. on CJSR 
88.5 FM. 


Yours, Mine, Ours & Us Support group for I/g/b/t 
parents, ‘step-parents’ and partners. First 
and third Wednesday of the month. Call 
Liz at 415-5434 for more info. 


Youth Understanding Youth Social & support 
group for I/g/b/t age 25 and under. 
Saturdays, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 


Would you like your event to be listed here? 
E-mail womonspace@hotmail.com, or 
leave a message/fax your information 
to 455-9344. 
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CGlenoGr of Events 


Monday - Sunday, May 1 to 7 

People’s Peace and Human Rights Conference 
Listen to stories, discuss solutions and 
take action. Confirmed speakers include 
Svend Robinson. Cost $20-$80. 
www.ualberta.ca/~hudema/people.htm 


Saturday, May 6 - 7 p.m. 

Youth Understanding Youth Movie Night 

If These Walls Could Talk (part 2). For 
g/I/b/t age 25 and under. GLCCE, 103, 
10612-124 St., yuyedm@hotmail.com 


Sunday, May 7 - 10 a.m. 

Breakfast Club 

Sweetwater Cafe, 12427 - 102 Ave. 
Please call Dianne at 433-0374 before 
9 p.m. the Friday before to ensure your 
reservation. 


Monday, May 8 - 8 p.m. 

Womonspace Board Meeting 

All members welcome. GLCCE, 103, 
10612 - 124 St. Call 482-1794. 


Thursday, May 11 - 9 p.m. 

Movie: Beefcake 

This 1998 Canadian film takes a unique 
look at Bob Mizer, the photographer 
whose Athletic Model Guild provided 
homoerotic imagery in the days before 
‘real’ pornography took over. Metro 
Cinema, 9828-101A Ave. (in the Citadel 
Theatre complex). Cost $5. Call 425- 
9212. 


Saturday, May 13 - 5 p.m. 

Liatris Perennial Exchange 

Share seedlings or divided perennials with 
other queer gardeners. Potluck supper will 
follow. Call Lindy at 483-4080. 


Saturday May 13th 

GLCCE/Womonspace Open House 

Summer’s coming; get connected. Find 
out about local groups, get involved and 
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Events for May 2000 


meet new people. Call GLCCE at 
488-3234. 


Friday - Sunday, May 19, 20, 21 

Movie: Bedrooms and Hallways 

Go Fish director, Rose Troche, looks with 
deft humour at the gender fluidity of sex 
in the story of Leo, a nice gay guy 
looking for love. Metro Cinema, 9828 - 
101A Ave. (in the Citadel Theatre 
complex). May 19 & 21: 

7 p.m.; May 20: 9 p.m.; Cost $5. 

Call 425-9212. 


Friday, May 19 - 3 p.m. 

Medicine Wheel Building Ceremony 

Join the circle to honour Mother Earth 
and enjoy a potluck supper. Junegrass 
Centre, Grande Prairie. Call (780) 513- 
6698, prairiepriestess@hotmail.com 


Saturday, May 20, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Womonspace / GLCCE Mixed Dance 

Pre-Pride Celebration! Non-smoking. 
Men are welcome. Westmount Hall, 
10970 - 127 St. Cost $8/non-members, 
$5/members (with card). Keep your ticket 
stub for free admission to the Roost 
afterward. Volunteering is a great way to 
meet women. Call Womonspace at 482- 
1794 or GLCCE at 488-3234. 


Saturday, May 20 

Faces 3: Artists for LIFE 

Fundraiser for Kairos House (AIDS 
hospice). Silent auction, tattoo-fashion 
show, live comedy and musical 
performances, drag extravaganza, belly 
dancer and fabulous food buffet. Upstairs 
at the Roost. Call Neon at 604-7762. 


Saturday, May 27 - 7 p.m. 

Youth Understanding Youth Discussion Night 

Gays Online: the Perks and Pitfalls. For 
g/I/b/t age 25 and under. GLCCE, 103, 
10612-124 St. yayedm@hotmail.com 


Eomonton Churches 


Affirm United A support group for 
members of the United Church of 
Canada. Last Saturday of the month, 
7:30 p.m. Call Therese or Phyllis at 
440-1306 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian 
and bisexual Mennonites and friends, 
garrett.epp@ualberta.ca 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and 

bisexual Roman Catholics and friends. 
Call Bernard at 451-1794 or Joseph at 
481-4218, trainlvr@compusmart.ab.ca 


Freedom Metropolitan Community Church Sundays 
at 1 p.m. and 7:15 p.m. Children’s 
church school, Sundays at 1 p.m. Youth 
group, Tuesdays at 7 p.m. McDougall 
United Church, downstairs, 10086 
Macdonald Drive (south entrance). 
Call 429-2321. 
Revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian 
church. Sundays at 7 p.m. Call 
474-0753 for church location 


Lutherans Concerned Call Mette at 461-5571 
luthconc@icrossroads.com 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. at 10086 McDonald Dr. 
Call 428-1818 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 

10 a.m. at Ermineskin Community 
League, 10709 - 32A Ave. Call the 
church office at 435-2028, Debbie at 
987-4974, Read at 437-9732 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and 
services of union. Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. at 12530 - 110 Ave. 
Call 454-8073 or e-mail 
uce@compusmart.ab.ca 
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The fle” in GLCCE 


by Kristy Harcourt 


While women have always been 
welcome and involved at the Gay and 
Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton, our role may not have been 
as obvious in the past as it ought to be. 
GLCCE is working hard with 
Womonspace to raise the profile and 
involvement of women at the Centre. 
All of us at GLCCE are very excited to 
be 

working with Womonspace on two 
events this month (check out page 11 
for details). 

One of the Centre’s key focus 
areas is the Resource Library — a great 
source of current and archival material 
about I/g/b/t lives. The collection ranges 
from historical periodicals, to reference 
books and fiction. We are working to 
keep the library up to date, and to that 
aim we’ve teamed up with Orlando 
Books. If you buy a book for donation 
to GLCCE, Orlando will give you 10% 
off the purchase price. The Wishlist 
books for May include: 

Free Your Mind - Ellen Bass’ reference 
book for gay and lesbian youth and 
their allies 

Stone Butch Blues - Leslie Feinberg’s 
novel about the 50s and 60s queer life 
Plural Desires: Writing Bisexual 
Women’s Realities - The Bisexual 
Anthology Collective 

Is Your Family Like Mine? - Lois 
Abramchik - a children’s book about 
diverse families 

Thanks to the generous souls who 
responded to our April Wishlist with 
purchases of Kate Bornstein’s My 
Gender Workbook and Dr. Jerald Bain’s 
So Your Child is Gay. 

Check GLCCE out for herself. We 
are open Monday to Friday 7-10 p.m. 
at #103, 10612 - 124th St., 
www.edmce.net/glcce or e-mail 
glcce@compusmart.ab.ca 
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Have you been looking for us? 
| Do you feel isolated as an LGBT parent? 


Does your partner have children? 


Do you wish you had more effective 
parenting skills? 


Our Mission: 


v to acknowledge our families and to 
provide mutual support and resources 
in a safe, confidential environment for 
lesbian/gay/ bisexual/transexual 
people who are parenting. 


| We meet regularly to: 


| wshare parenting successes and 


| 


challenges 
yv enhance our parenting skills 


v hold educational seminars 


Members are available to speak 
with groups. 


This is not a dating service or 
a substitute for professional therapy. 


For more information: 
contact Liz at (780) 415-5434 
e-mail: ahanemas@datanet.ab.ca 

or Garry at (780) 426-6311 
e-mail: davegarry@v-wave.com 


| hy Christiane Spénard / 
Come join us the first and third 
Wednesday of the month! Some of us 
just came out; others have been openly 
gay for decades. Some have a live-in 
partner, others don’t. Some live with 
their children, others have joint 
custody; others see their children only 
occasionally. We all love our children 
and strive to be better parents. 


Each meeting starts by every 
participant introducing him or herself 
and sharing a positive parenting 
experience. One meeting out of two 
will be centered on a specific topic. In 
May, a guest will be speaking about 
children from homosexual families and 
the school system. We are hoping to 
have an activity for Pride Week; watch 
for further information. Other 
upcoming topics: child welfare, 
financial and legal issues. 


Friendships are emerging; people are 
getting to know each other over coffee 
after the meetings and outside the 
group. Our goal is to establish and 
maintain an atmosphere where parents 
feel comfortable to share with others 
without judgement or unwanted 
advice, and to ask for feedback when 
needed. We invite guest speakers to 
increase our knowledge about our 
children, to help us reflect on our 
effectiveness as parents, and to 
encourage communication in couples. 


We'd love to get to know you and your 
family! 


Please support our advertisers. 
They make womonspace 
possible! 
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Prove’ in 2000 


It's been another year of great political 
struggle and momentous strides in 
gaining equal rights for the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgendered community. 
Greater recognition for our unions and 
equality under federal laws are a few of 
the significant victories we’ve achieved 
in the past several months. 

These wonderful achievements 
and other historic battles fought by the 
likes of Jim Egan, Delwin Vriend, and 
many other heroic women and men, 
form the basis for our yearly Pride 
celebrations. Last year’s events were, 
by all accounts, a huge success. This 
year’s planned festivities should also 
prove to be a great week of celebration 
and fun. 

Confirmed events 

Pride Week will kick-off on 
June 10 with a fabulous parade starting 
at Grant Notley Park at 5:30 p.m. Pink 
Slipper prizes for the most “prideful” 
individual or group will be awarded. 
Floats, ceremonial speeches and 
celebrations will highlight this annual 
event. Everyone is welcome to take 
part by marching, performing, or 
entering a float in the parade. The 
parade theme is colourful. This is your 
chance to get creative. Express 
yourself. 

The week of fun will end on 
June 17 with a daylong business fair 
sponsored by the Edmonton Rainbow 
Business Association (your chance to 
meet and support the business people 
who support our community), the 
Pride Awards presentation, and a giant 
all ages dance. All events will take 
place at the Citadel Theatre. Watch for 
the posters advertising ticket sales 
appearing soon, and get more details 
on these and other Pride 2000 events 
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by Rhonda Lothammer | 


in the June issue of womonspace. And 
keep an eye out for the Pride 2000 
program available May 15 courtesy of 
Times .10. 

Getting involved 

If your community group or 
organization would like to plan an 
event or activity, please contact 
Rhonda at 434-5817 or e-mail 
undawear@chickmail.com by May 3 to 
have your event included in the Pride 
program. If you’d like to lend a hand 
this year by volunteering at an event, 
please call Shannon at 988-8167. 
Volunteers help make Pride a great 
success. 

Sponsors 

We’d like to thank our sponsors, 
Michael Phair, Down Under, Times .10, 
and Pink Triangle Press/Cruiseline for 
their support of Pride 2000. 

Pride 2000 loonie bins will be 
appearing soon in community 
businesses. Give a buck for Pride. Last 
year, over 3,000 people took part in 
Pride events, many of which are free. 
Imagine what we could do if each of us 
gave one dollar to support Pride 
activities! 

Take joy. Take pride. Take part in 
Pride 2000. 


ConGr@tv ations 


to Kristy Harcourt, the new 
administrator of the Gay and 
Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton. We look forward to 
working with you! 
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Stockwell Day's Resume as a Redneck 


January 1992 - Day stated that Albertans 
felt bilingualism was too costly and 
unfair, and would cost us jobs. He did 
so during the Charlottetown Accord 
debates, helping to derail any chance at 
success. (Hamilton Spectator, January 
23”, 1992) 


July 1992 - Stockwell Day chaired the 
Premiers Council in Support of Alberta 
Families which, in its report, blamed 
family breakdowns on pornography, 
abortion, teen sex, extended bar hours 
and Sunday shopping. (Toronto Star, 
July 20”, 1992) 


April 1994 - Day agreed with Premier 
Ralph Klein that young offenders 
(under 18) guilty of murder should 
receive the death penalty. (Kitchener- 
Waterloo Record, April 20”, 1994) 


May 1994 - Day agreed with a call by 
another Alberta minister for 
“questionable language” to be edited 
out of books such as Of Mice and Men 
by Steinbeck. (Financial Post, May 28”, 
1994) 


April 1995 - Day sided with pro-lifers 
opposing medicare funding for 
abortion in Alberta, against Premier 
Ralph Klein’s view that the 
government had no place in deciding 
that sort of thing. (Ted Byfield, 
Financial Post, April 8”, 1995) 


March 1997 - As Minister of Social 
Services, Day instructed his 
department to refuse approval to 
“nontraditional families” (i.e. gay) in 
raising foster children. (Toronto Sun, 
March 19”, 1997) 
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August 1997 - As Alberta Treasurer, Day 
demands an Alberta museum return a 
$10,000 grant it was using to research 
gay history in Red Deer for an exhibit. 
Day proclaimed that a museum is not 
the place for advancing the cause and 
sexual practices of “less than 1 percent 
of the population.” (Kitchener-Waterloo 
Record, August 16”, 1997) 


(Plus, this does not include the incident 
of Stockwell Day urging the Alberta 
Government to use the notwithstand- 
ing clause against same sex benefits.) 


Womonspace is on the Web! 

Visit us online at 
http://www.gaycanada.com/ womonspace/ 
Read current and archived copies 

of our newsletter 

Chat with other Womonspace 
members 
Follow links to other lesbian sites 


Movie Club For those of you interested 
in joining, we will be attending the 
show at the Princess Theatre every 
4" Tuesday of the month. 
Afterwards, we will head to the 
Bagel Tree for coffee. Call 468-7073. 


Breakfast Club Come join our new 
Breakfast Club! We will be meeting 
on the 2” Sunday of each month 
(except May we will meet on the 
first Sunday of the month). Call 
Dianne at 433-0374 for the location 
and time. To ensure your 
reservation, please call before 

9 p.m. on the Friday previous to the 
breakfast. 
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Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 


#203, 10129 - 124 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 


OrLANpO 
BOOKS 


Edmontons lesbian-owned, 
feminist bookstore 
with a fine selection 
of titles for women. 


10123 Whyte Ave. TOE 125 
432-7035 


www.orlandobooks.com 


LOCHS-BY-NESS 


Hair Studio 
Gay Owned & Operated 


Vanessa Leonard - Stylist 


By Appointment 
469-3088 


Lesbian Mothers 
gno’ Lesbian 
Mothers—to—-Bel 


| am the author of a book on lesbian 
mothering, Lesbian Motherhood and wish 
to expand on prior research for a doctoral 
dissertation and future publication. | 
would like to speak with you about how it 
feels to be pregnant / a mother; who you 
exchange mothering advice with; what 
value you and others place on the 
conversations mothers have with each 
other; and how pregnancy and 
motherhood have affected your 
relationship with other people. For more 
information or to participate, call Fiona 
Nelson at 437-8613 (out of Edmonton, 
please call collect) or e-mail 
fnelson@ualberta.ca 
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Mountain Berry Inn B&B ! 
on 40 acres of paradise near Salmon 
Arm, B.C. (250) 835-8891. E-mail: 
mberry@jetstream.net 


Labyrinth Lake Lodge Peaceful, 
inexpensive getaways for couples / small 
groups. Complete privacy on 160 acres 
lakefront. Hot tub. Phone 878-3301 (local 
call) or lablake@compusmart.ab.ca 


Empowering and healing lesbians 
with Goddess-wisdom workshops, 
consultations, mentoring. Dr. Isis Moon, 
Ph.D. (780) 455-6351. 


L’Amazon 
Recreational 
Touch Football 

League 


We are looking for women 
interested in playing with our team. 


The season runs from May through 
September. 


Commitment of 2 nights/week. 


No previous football experience 
needed. 


Cost $35/season. Lots of fun. 
Call Rae at 465-7468 


| 


. 
) 


| 
/ 
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Womonspace 
() Golf 
WeeRend 


July 22 - 23, 2000 


Join us for a weekend of golf, 
camping and fun for you and 
the whole family! 


For more information, 
call (780) 482-1794 


MUMBY'S 


TREE SERVICES 


FOR ALL YOUR TREE, 
SHRUB AND YARD CARE 


PRUNING 
DIAGNOSIS AND 
TREATMENT 
LANDSCAPE GARDENER 
SITE PLANNING 
AND PLANTING 


PH. (780) 469-2595 
CELL. (780) 719-3158 


VERNA MUMBY 
CERTIFIED CONSULTING ARBORIST 
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JULIE C. LLOYD 


Barrister & Solicitor 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone: 497-7755 


Celebration & Empowerment 
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Womyn 's Gathering 
and Retreat 


August 18-20, 2000 


Mask-making, 
sacred circle dancing, 


herbal MS 


Call Deb-RA at 
(780) 513-6698 
ore-mail. 
prairiepriestess@hotmail.com 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-6881 


No doctor’s referral required 
WCB and CRP funded 
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| May Horoscopes 


ARIES: That classic stubbornness often 
pays off when you’re the pink 
sheep of the family, but this 
isn’t one of those times. Give it 
a rest and let yourself be treated 
like a spring lamb, instead of a 
wham-bam, thank-you ram. 


TAURUS: That which doesn’t thrill 
you makes you hunger... for 
sex, sex and more sex. 
Remember: the night has a 
thousand eyes, so you might be 
better off sleazing the day. 


GEMINI: You’ve been a very good girl 
lately, and that’s so unlike you. 
Even your friends are 
suspicious. Do us all a favour 
and send up some smoke signals 
when that bad-to-the-pubic- 
bone twin of yours comes out 
of hibernation (so we can lock 
up our daughters). 


CANCER: Feel like the voice of reason 
is drowning out the call of the 
wild? Have no fear, a naughty 
companion is near... and she’s 
wearing a strap-on. 


a Hye 
a 


LEO: Didn’t we tell you everything 

» would work out fine? There’s a 

25 lot to be said for patience. And 

‘4 shopping. And therapy. LOTS 
of therapy. 


VIRGO: Remember that friend you 
had a massive crush on back in 
high school? The one who 
didn’t even invite you to her 
wedding? Now she’s divorced, 
and has been seen hanging 
around Secrets. Your serve... 


7) > 
é 
+ Be: 2 
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LIBRA: Oh, to be a fly on the wall of 
your apartment now that it’s 
finally seeing some action. But 
2a you might want to ascertain 


logger or the lager, you big 
bush dyke, you! PS. Keep 
buying those lottery tickets. 


SCORPIO: You’ve got enough 
problems, so we’ll go easy on 
@..8 you pathetic Scorpions this time 
“& around. But for pity’s sake, can 
you at least TRY to get a life by 
this time next month? 


SAGITTARIUS: When I suggested 
channeling that fabulous 
energy, I meant into something 
besides bedroom gymnastics. 
There’s more to life than 
mindless sex. Really. (I’m not 
making this up.) 


CAPRICORN: Why don’t you sleep on 
it; you can give her a full report 


“<> in the morning. If she won’t 
{ihe take “go” for an answer, maybe 
i 


it’s best that you be the one to 
walk away. 
AQUARIUS: This is the dawning of 
you A) Lighten up; B) Get over 
yourself; C) Get a vibrator; or 
D) All of the above. She who 
PISCES: If you don’t already have 
tickets for the Jann Arden 
concert, beg, borrow or steal a 
lover, not Jann) will thank you 
in ways you never thought 
possible. And, goddess knows, 


the age of hilarious. I suggest 
laughs, lasts. 

pair IMMEDIATELY! She (your 
you can both use the night out. 


Mixeo’ Dgnle 


Saturday, May 20, 2000 
Westmount Hall, 10970 — 127 St. 
9 p.m. —1 a.m. 
Co-sponsored by GLCCE 


MEN ARE WELCOME 
NON-SMOKING EVENT 


Womons pace Membership Form 


(Conficentiaglity Assured’) 


Name(s) y a 
Address 

City Postal Code 
Phone E-mail. gts 


12-month membership fee: 
$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, 
Alberta T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


Total Enclosed: 


New Member _ [] Renewal Associate 
(1 I would like to be a volunteer 

| Please mail my newsletter to my home 

(| I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events | $ 


